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All too often, suicide represents a tragic consequence of failing to 
diagnose and treat serious mental illnesses. The theme for World 
Mental Health Day 2006, “Building Awareness - Reducing Risk: 
Mental Illness and Suicide”, encourages the global mental health 
community to make reducing the risk of suicide among people 
with mental illnesses a high  priority - recognising that, left 
untreated, mental illnesses can be fatal and thus they must be 
addressed as an issue of utmost importance.
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