WORLD FEDERATION FOR MENTAL HEALTH

An International Nom-Governmenral Crganization

bulletin

in official relationship with the Economic & Secial Councl of the UN., ILL.O., UNESCO, WHOQ and UNICEF

February, 1964

Director-General’s
Column

Here is the first issuc of the promised
Newletter for which we have reverted
to the original title of our Journal, Bulletin
of the World Federation for Mental
Health, Tt will be published five times a
vear in English and in French. It is
hoped in the future to produce & Spanish
and German edition. . ... One of the
major aims of the Bulletin is to establish
closer relations and cooperation between
Member Associations, Affiliated Organiza-
tions, Associates and the Geneva Secre-
tariat. . ... There was a need for such a
flexible channel of communication. Be-
cause our organization has members all
over the world, it is necessary to provide
facilities for the exchange of information,
In this connection I would like to invite
all our readers to send their suggestions
to headquarters. May [ also invite our
Member Associations and Affiliated Orga-
nizations 1o nominate correspondents,
who could be in regular contact with the
editors. .. .. What material will the
Bulletin publish? It depends entircly on
the reguirements of the membership.
It is felt that such information as significant
developments in mental health in one
country, special activitics of a Member
Asszociation, publications or books, nomi-
nations and conferences might be of
interest.  Furthermore, you might like
to know, more extensively and more
regularly than in the past, what is taking
place in your Federation: news from the
Secretariat and from the Executive Board,
notes an the meetings attended on your
behalf, progress reports on  scientific
activities, relevant information on the
international organizations with whom
the Federation has consultative status.
These are just a few examples. . ... The
Bulletin does not really replace World
Mental Health, which, as you know, is
being suspended for the present. Since
194%, the year of the first issue, our
Journal has plaved an important part in
the great changes that have taken place in
the field of mental health. Many people
think that it would be a pity to see it
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disappear and that there i a place in
our program for a publication of “sub-
gtance™... The Executive Board, at its
next meeting, will be presented with a
proposal for a multiprofessional and
interdisciplinary Journal, which would be
the true successor of World Mental
Health. The Federation will then have
two publications fulfilling different needs.

1, Rue Gevray

WFMH was the first occupant of 1 Rue
Gevray, a well located modern glass
and aluminiom building now nearing
completion. There are offices for the
senior staff, a combination library-con-
ference room, and a secretarial center.
As our services expand so will demands
for space and some provisions have
been made for additional facilities. After
the pounding of airhammers subsided
we held a pleasant Christmas reception
for the staff and the only other building
occupants, the Algerian Mission to the
UM. Future tenants will include sections
of the International Communications
Union and the International Labour
Office. A “housewarming”* for our Geneva
friends and colleagues is planned.

17th Annual Meeting

For its forthcoming 1 7th Annual Mecting,
the Federation will be the guest of Swit-
zerland. The invitation to meet in the
capital city of Berne was extended by
our three Swiss Member Associations:
le Comité National Sufsse o Hyeldne
Mentale, headed by Prof. Elio Gobri,
I Association Suisse pour la Protection de
la Santé Mentale, and by Pro Infirmis,
whose Vice President is a former WFMH
President, Dr. André ReEpoND..... A
dynamic organizing committes has started
preparations. It is chaired by Dr. H.
WALTHER-BUEL, Director of the Stats
Psychiatric Clinic of Berne and Professor
at Berne University. Many old and
new friends of the Federation, from all
parts of Switzerland, have joined in
enlisting prominent sponsors, raising local
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funds, and finding adequate housing
and meeting space in Berne. . ... To date
our patrons include Professor TscHUDI,
member of the TFederal Government,
Herr Giovamors, Director of Public
Health and member of the Government
of the Canton of Berne, Herr FREIMUELLER,
the Mayor of Berne, Dr. M. G. Canpau,
Director-General of the World Health
Organization, Geneva, Prof. Dr. J. de
ATURIAGUEREA, Dircctor of the University
Clinic, Geneva, Prof. Dr. H. BLEULER,
Director of the Burghdlzli, Zurich and
other distinguished representatives of the
cultural, religious and business life of
Switzerland. . . .. The University, whose
Rector is on the Committee, is providing
meeting space for the Plenary Sessions,
Technical Sections, and Discussion Groups,
The official Berne Tourist Office will
handle hotel reservations, and the Chair-
man of the Board of the Berne State
Bank will serve as Treasurer..... The
timeliness of the theme, Indusirialization
and Mental Health, 15 expected to attract
many friends and WFMH Associates to
Berne next August. A special Committee
of the Federation has long been studying
mental health problems related to the
effects of industrialization, which is of
such wvital concern in 0 many countries.
The first announcement on the Annual
Meeting has already been sent out in
English, French and German and the
response so far has been excellent.....
We are confident that with the enthusiastic
help of our Swiss friends and with the
participation of our membership and some
outstanding experts from many lands,
the Berne mesting will mark an important
milestone in the life of the Federation.

Berne
Discussion Groups

Following the initiative of the UK.
Committec and the Study Groups organiz-
ed by its Member Associations, several
Discussion Groups are now being plannaed
for Berne. Member Associations have
been informed of these developments
and invited to organize their own preli-
minary Study Groups and contact the







