A report of observations of the WMHDAY-2009 in private (non-Govt..) sector, BANGLADESH


Background :-National Forum of Organizations Working with Disabilities (NFOWD) is the networking organization in the field of disability in Bangladesh as the name spells. Our organization, Welfare Society for Mental Health and Rehabilitation (WSMH&R) is a member organization of NFOWD where I am chosen to represent our organization at NFOWD. In late 2008  NFOWD included 'disability due to mental disorders' vis-à-vis issues related to mental disorders in its agenda, formed a thematic group named "Psychosocial Disabilities" and selected me as its Convener.

In 2008 WSMH&R observed the WMHDAY were Action Aid Bangladesh (a donor NGO) sponsored it and NFOWD provided organizational supported honoring our request. This year (2009) NFOWD itself celebrated the day with 2-days (10th and 11th) events.

10th October 2009: The day started with a full page supplement at the dawn on a Bengali National daily on the theme of the day by NFOWD, sponsored by Action Aid Bangladesh and the article written by the Convener of Psychosocial Disabilities thematic group of NFOWD.

The morning started with opening ceremony of WMHD-2009 by the Vice Chancellor of Dhaka University (DU) at the DU campus, followed by a workshop on stress management conducted by the Clinical Psychology Dep't of DU and a familiarization session on psychodrama conducted by Mr. Herb Propper PhD, T.E.P of USA and organized by Unite Theatre for Social Action (UTSA) a member organization of NFOWD.

In the evening the events started with a colourful procession/walk with banners and placards from the National Museum to the venue of other events, a park in front of Teacher Students Center (TSC) of the DU, in the open air. At the venue, events started with award of posthumous respect to Mr. Moshin Siddique alias Lulu, jointly by NFOWD, WSMH&R and an organization of the Ministry of Social Welfare of Govt. of Bangladesh. Minister of Land was the chief guest in the events. It was followed by a discussion session, a cultural show by children with disability and a drama on the theme. Events of the day were sponsored by several donor organizations jointly.

On 11th October 2009 a national level round table discussion was held at the National Press Club in the morning with the Health Minister as the chief guest and Director General health and several more key persons as special guests. The key note paper was prepared and presented by convener of psychosocial thematic group of NFOWD. Hon'ble minister made several remarks and promises (some against professionals wish also) that need to be harvested now. The event was sponsored by Action Aid Bangladesh.



=================
We had a two days' celebration (10th and 11th) of the WMHDAY-2009 with multiple events in private sector. I shall send you a report soon.



Best regards

Badrul Mannan
General Secretary
Welfare Society for Mental Health and Rehabilitation (WSMH&R)
and Convener Psychosocial Disability Thematic Group
National Forum for Organizations Working With Disabilities (NFOWD) 

